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SNOW STORM - STEAM-BOAT OFF A HARBOUR’S MOUTH

INSTRUMENTATION:

2 Flutes (second doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes (second doubling English Horn)

2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons (second doubling Contrabassoon)

2 Hornsin F
2 Trumpets in Bb [Straight and Harmon mutes]
1 Tenor Trombone
1 Tuba

Timpani (32", 29", 26" and 23"”)

Percussion 1:
Vibraphone
Triangle of 10”
Suspended Cymbal
Snare Drum
Bass Drum

Percussion 2:
Tam-tam of 42"

Harp
Piano

Violins 1
Violins 2
Violas
Violoncellos
Double Basses

MICROTONES (BAR 65 TO 84):

l? % tone lower than a b - h' % tone lower than a | - H 7 tone lower than a #

PROGRAM NOTES:

The primary source of inspiration for this composition is the extraordinary picture by William Turner, which
gives the piece its title. The canvas represents a heavy storm with a dim boat in the center, surrounded by
enormous circulating waves of color and shades of light. The score, not intended to be programmatic music,
may be seen as a poetic interpretation that travels from the very borders to the middle of the scene. This
intention is translated into masses of sound moving around the stage in different circular patterns that gain
in complexity and density during the first part of the piece. From bar 86 onwards, the accumulated tension is
released in a series of orchestral explosions. The preparations, the peak points and the following debris are
the result of extremely simple horizontal lines that only reveal their potential power in the vertical axis: a
synergetic sum of tiny gestures. The destiny of the ship is uncertain as well as the destiny of the music that

finally dissipates into the realm of murmuring.

DURATION: 8’45” CA.
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