UCLA

Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
The Tale of Kieu

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9kf2m9msg

Author
Crismani, Dylan

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9kf2m9ms
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

The tale of Kiéu

for scordatura string orchestra

Based on the poem Truyén Kieu by Nguyén Du

Full score

Transposing score

Osggia staves in C

Dylan Crismani



In ratios:

Violins 1 & 2
I 81:64

I 2716

111 9:8

IV 3.2

Violins 3 & 4
I 729:512
II 243:128
III 81:64

IV 27:16

Violins 5 & 6

I 19683:16384
II 6561:4096
III 2187:2048
IV 729:512

Violins 7 & 8

I 177147131072
II 59049:32768
III 19683:16384
IV 6561:4096

Violins 9, 10, 11 & 12
I 4782969:4194304
I 1894325:1048576
III 531441:524288
IV 177147131072

Violas 1 & 2
I 2716

I 98

11 3:2

vV 1:1

Violag 3 & 4

I B59049:32768
II 19683:16384
III 6561:4096
IV 2187:2048

Cellos 1 &2
I 2716

I 9:8

I 2.2

v 1:1

Cellos 3 & 4
1 6561:4096
II 2187:2048
I 729:512
IV 243:128

Contrabass 1
I 32

I 98

111 87:16

IV 81:.64

Contrabass II
I 6561:4096
II 19683:16384
III 59049:32768
IV 177147:131072

Tuning 1

In hertz:
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I A
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I B
I B
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Tuning 11

The relationship of a perfect fifth between strings IV to III, III to II, and II to [ is
retained for each instrumental table in this scordatura, as is the relationship of

a perfect fourth for the two contrabasses. With this in mind, each table can either
choose to re-tune each string using an electronic tuner, or re-tune string IV with an
electronic tuner and then re-tune the remaining strings by ear.

Premise

The premise underlying this piece is that the 46-pitch just intonation tonnetz shown on

the following page can be achieved by an orchestra composed of conventional instrumentalists,
with no specialisation in the theory or practice of just intonation. Provided that the orchestra
are willing to re-tune according to the specified scordatura, and that each instrumentalist can
play up to the eighth harmonic on each string of their instrument, then the tuning model
illustrated on the next page is theoretically possible.

There are a number of variables which will cause the piece to never be 100% intonationally
accurate, such as string width, length, elasticity, bow position, and pressure. Despite this, 95%
accuracy may be attainable, and in any case 100% accuracy is not the true goal of this piece of
music. It's true goal is to open the door to new sounds, the theory of just intonation is simply
the vehicle which can help this piece of music arrive at its destination.

Notation

The notation for this piece of music has been written in two ways. The first is the
approximate sounding pitches. The second is as node points, or where the players
should touch the strings in order for the sounding pitches to sound correctly. The node
points have been scored as a kind of tablature, as the observant reader will quickly
realise. The intention is that despite the scordatura tuning, the players will read the
score as if no re-tuning has taken place. This treatment essentially turns a very larde
portion of the orchestra into transposing instruments, where the pitches written are
not the same as those that will sound at 'concert pitch', so the notation of harmonics

is simply a guide of where to place one's fingers.

In the interest of producing a clean, neat and readable score, no microtonal alterations
such as exotic accidentals, or cent deviations have been included in the notation.
Therefore the notated sounding pitches are approximations only, they will not sound
exactly as they appear, in many cases they will sound rather sharper or flatter than
notated.

Performance notes

Diamond shaped note heads indicate where one should place one's fingder on the string,
as if the string is in its normal tuning.

O.P. indicates that particular note is to be played with over pressure, creating more noise
and texture than pitch.

Norm indicates that the player should return to a normal level of bow pressure.

Glissandi that move up or down to a commea, indicates that the glissando should end not
necessarily on a pitched sound, but simply until there is no more string left to move on.

Ord. indicates a return to normal bow position afer being either sul pont. or flautando.
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Tram nam trong col nguoi ta,

Chr tai chr ménh khéo la ghét nhau.
Tréi qua mot cudc be dau,

Nhtng digu trong thay ma dau dén long.
La g1 bi séc tu phone,

Troi xanh quen thoi ma hong danh ghen.
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What tragedies take place

within each circling space of years!
‘Rich in good looks’ appears

to mean poor luck and tears of woe;
which may sound strange, I know,
but is not really so, [ swear,

since Heaven everywhere

seems jealous of the fair of face.

(English translation by Michael Counsell)



Orchestra,

6 first violing

6 second violins
4 violas

4 cellos

< contrabasses
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