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Requiem for Extinction: the work’s framework
Watching the world increasingly split into opinions of non-reverential indifference and 
engaged (some might say enraged) activism in relation to several of modern 
society’s most pressing issues, I am occasionally forced by an inner calling to 
compose pieces which go beyond performance for performance sake. At such times, 
works involving a singer offer an opportunity to comment more directly than with 
strictly instrumental writing. In the case of Requiem for Extinction, most resoundingly, 
given Greta Thunberg’s direct choice of language aimed at rampant political lethargy 
amongst adult politicians and citizens alike, aimed at mobilising swathes of people to 
combat the most existential crisis facing both humankind and the planet’s existing 
ecosystems. Thanks to Greta and other dynamic and unrelenting activists, my 
personal wish is that the global fight will shift from against each other to working for 
each other. There is evidence of that, but the question remains: are we willing and 
clever enough to shift collectively in time? Environmental ecocide by recent and 
present-serving world ‘leaders’ (sic) is rampant, and the outcome remains unclear. 
As a composer, the least I can do is help the conversation develop, especially in the 
sanctified chambers of classical music concert venues and festivals that I have long 
known.

The work Requiem for Extinction parallels therefore two universes of consequence, 
the first being post-apocalyptic (in the form of a requiem seeking answers in 
hindsight) and the second pre-emptive, advocating action and change as expressed 
by Greta and forthright campaigners like Extinction Rebellion, Climate Reality, Stop 
Ecocide, GetUp, SumOfUs and Avaaz amongst others.

The libretto - some of which is my own - has been compiled by me in a combination 
of Latin with English. Latin as the language of the New Testament and Christian 
liturgy, used in many examples of requiems in classical music idioms and the 
language upon which contemporary western society of the last 2 millennia is 
grounded. It is itself a language close to extinction, which symbolically parallels the 
human-induced, grand-scale extinctions forced upon Earth’s finely-balanced 
ecosystems.

The three musical references which conclude the work are small snippets from 
masterpieces of the 20th century -  Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time and 
Vaughan Williams’ The Lark Ascending, both composed during the ravages of world 
war and in their own right existentially reflective of humankind’s aggressive impacts, 
and Mahler’s Fourth Symphony which focuses on the song Das himmlische Leben 
(A heavenly life) and the joys of living. The inclusion and juxtaposition of these 
musical quotes further enforces the following questions for the listener: 

1) What is the meaning of our interactions, both in localised Earthly forms and on the 
vast cosmic plain? 
2) Is fate in our own hands? Do we exist simply to indulge and die, or is collaborative 
higher consciousness towards greater longevity and societal guidance, a pursuit 
more worthy for contemporary consideration than pure economics? 

In times of crisis - and we are in several simultaneously - such questions are 
reasonable to ask, at first to individually ponder and then to collectively respond. 



Text: written by (in bold) or otherwise compiled by, Peet Morrison, using Christian 
liturgy and quotes from public speeches by Greta Thunberg, as delivered at Davos 
2018 and the UN Climate Summit 2019.

Requiem aeternam Grant them eternal rest, O Lord
Heed the omens, listen, learn, omens.
The people; silent, no answer, 
nothing declared. No, nothing, 
what happened?
Requiem aeternam Grant them eternal rest, O Lord
Kyrie eleison Lord have mercy upon us
Requiem aeternam Grant them eternal rest, O Lord
Quod nulla oblivione traditæ They will not be forgotten.
 
Whose sins are they?
From where did they grow?
Why did we not prepare for it, who knows? 
Was there anyone who dared to speak the truth?
Lies and greed, living shadows just showering blame.
To where did they go? I ask you, Where did they go?

Mournful that day when from the dust shall rise
and guilty shall we be judged!

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,             Lamb of God, who removes the sins of the world
dona eis requiem (sempiternam).                 Grant them rest, grant them everlasting rest.
Domus nostra in Ignis, Our House is on Fire.
Domus nostra in Ignis, Our House is on Fire.
Domus nostra in Ignis, Our House is on Fire.
And I want you to panic!

Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine Let light eternal shine on them, O Lord
libera animas defunctorum Deliver the souls of the dead.
Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna is the highest.
libera animas defunctorum Deliver the souls of the dead,
de poenis inferni from punishment in the inferno.
Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna is the highest.

I want you to act. I want you to act.
I don’t want your hope.
I want you to act.
This is all wrong
Empty words, empty words,
unspoken sufferings, empty words.
People are dying, dying, dying.
How dare you! How dare you continue to look away.

If you choose to fail us we will never forgive you,
Now is the time to speak clearly.
Change is coming whether you like it or not,
Now is the time to speak clearly.
We can still fix this.
I want you to act.  I want you to act. 
Requiem æternam. A-men.



Requiem for Extinction
An ode to Earth, for soprano, string quintet and percussion. Duration: 19 mins

Dedicated to Greta Thunberg, Extinction Rebellion; Climate Reality and those who dare to care.
Composer: Peet Morrison 2019

Text written &/or compiled by Peet Morrison
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