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Distinctive Features of Emotion Concepts

Alexandra E. Kelly
Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States

Evangelia G. Chrysikou
Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States

Abstract

Some theories of abstract word representation posit a role for affective information; however, little has been done to
delineate how this holds for the class of emotion concepts relative to other types of abstract concepts. Work using dis-
tributional semantic models has shown that emotion words tend to co-occur with other highly affective words, compli-
cating the picture of how affective information contributes to the grounding of abstract concepts generally and emotion
concepts specifically. Here, a novel set of data from 180 participants collected using a feature generation paradigm with
emotion, non-emotion-related abstract, and concrete stimuli is leveraged to test how the distributional properties of emo-
tion concepts and their associated features differs from those of other abstract concepts. Using co-occurrence statistics
and normative ratings for affect, results show the importance of affect differs between emotion and non-emotion-related
abstract words.
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