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Violin Concerto 
Chris Gendall 

(2015-16) 



Violin Concerto              Chris Gendall 
             (2015-16) 

1: Recto-Verso         p.1 

2: Chanter          p.13 

Instrumentation: 

2 Flutes, both doubling Piccolo 

Oboe 

Cor Anglais 

Clarinet in Bb 

Bass Clarinet in Bb 

Bassoon 

Horn in F 

Celesta 

Violin Solo 

2 Violins 

2 Violas 

2 Cellos 

2 Double Basses 

Transposed Score 

Proposed instrumental setup: 

        Bass Clarinet           Bassoon    

  Horn   Flute I  Flute II   Cor Anglais 

       Oboe             Clarinet 

   Cello I  Celesta    Cello II  

        Viola I      Viola II     

 Double Bass I       Double Bass II 

   Violin I     Violin II 

     Violin Solo 

     (Conductor, if required)  



PERFORMANCE NOTES: 

This work may be performed with or without a conductor. In order to facilitate the latter, parts include: 
- Extensive cues from the solo part 
- Indications of rhythmic (“with [instrument]”) or pitch (“unison with [instrument]”) co-ordination 
- Indications of major rhythmic events, with the following notation: 

The two movements should be performed attacca, without a break. 

Glissandi begin immediately. 

Alternate fingerings for woodwind players appear in the parts (not the score), and may be substituted 
for others with the same result. Microtones may be sharper or flatter than resulting pitch, but they are 
notated to the closest quarter-tone. 

Horn microtones are produced by playing certain partials without correction, and by half-stopping. 

Microtone notation: 

 

PROGRAMME NOTE: 

This concerto takes as its musical material an analysis of some fragments from disco songs, the most 
extreme colours of which are then isolated, extrapolated from and distorted in the resulting 

orchestration. First, in “Recto-Verso”, the harmonic content finds itself being swept backwards and 
forwards in sonic development. Then in “Chanter” the material is treated as a static object, with soloist 

and ensemble synthesising the mechanism used in bagpipe playing: where fast melodic figuration is 
necessary to move and break an otherwise continuous flow of sound. 

This Violin Concerto was composed in residence as Mozart Fellow at the University of Otago. It was 
commissioned by and is dedicated to soloist Mark Menzies.  

Bb
Quarter-tones:

B µ ˜

j
Inflectional microtones:

k l J K L

1
Jì highest possible note (approx. pitch)

indication of an ensemble rhythmic unisonÉ



For Mark Menzies
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Violin Concerto
1: Recto-verso

Chris Gendall

(2016)

For Mark Menzies
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