
UC Merced
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science 
Society

Title
Stereotypes of Transgender Categories: Attributes and Lay Theories

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9nz4x8b1

Journal
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 41(0)

Authors
Gallagher, Natalie
BODENHAUSEN, GALEN

Publication Date
2019
 
Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9nz4x8b1
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Stereotypes of Transgender Categories: Attributes and Lay Theories
Natalie Gallagher

Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, United States

GALEN BODENHAUSEN
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, United States

Abstract

What is the descriptive content and guiding lay theory of transgender stereotypes? The recent rise in public visibility
and the numeric minority of this gender group make this an opportunity to understand not only the content of stereotypes
applied to transgender individuals today, but also the ontology of gender guiding the content of these stereotypes. Using
convergent methods, we measure the descriptive content of transgender stereotypes and assess the role of essentialist
beliefs in guiding that content. We show that transgender categories are perceived less positively than cisgender categories,
and that while perceptions of cisgender men and women differ sharply, those of transgender men and women show striking
similarity. Essentialist beliefs about gender exaggerate these patterns.
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