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Table 2, Effect of Vacor (RH-787) on the fertility of Rattus rattus.

Total Mo, of  Total No. Av. No. of  Mean Wt. of Mortality (%)
Conc. of breeders of litters litters/ lTitters in
Vacor female gms (2 days Parents Litters
3 Male Female old) SE + {15 days) (7 days)
.0125 6 6 30 5 2.156 16.66 80
+0.029
P<0.001
Control & 6 42 7 2.560 Nil 7.14
+0.175
P<0.001

In the present’ experiment, it was observed that the rats fed with .05% Vacor died within 24 hours.
Symptoms noticed after six hours indicated a noticeable reduction in general activity. Sometimes after
paralysis of hind Timbs, pulmonary distress and diarrhea was also observed, Dead rats often found with
fore and hind limbs rigid with swollen abdomen,

Within 5 days, 80% mortality was observed in rats which were fed with .025% Vacor. OQut of the
70% individuals which survived, 40% died within a span of 15 days and the rest 30% survived even
after 15 days, but these individuals were very weak to maintain their progeny further.

In the second experiment animals treated with .0126% Vacor, only 6 pairs which were found healthy
were kept for breeding purpose. The total number of 1itters born to 6 females were 30 as compared to
42 in case of control. The young ones born were less in weight as compared to the controlled ones as
js evident from Table 2. Fifteen-day observations revealed that mortality was 16.66% in parents and
80% in litters. However in control mortality was nil in case of parents and only 7.14% in litters.

The data presented in this paper indicate that the mortality increases with the increase in
concentration in Vacor. It was also observed that the female rats fed with .0125% Vacor could deliver
Titters which were less in weight as compared to the control. The results were found significant. No
problems of acceptance of Vacor baits were observed during the tests but by repeating the dose .0125%
rats started developing resistance,

SUMMARY

Vacor (RH-787) a relatively new rodenticide was evaluated for the control of Rattus rattus
rufescens., The symptoms of paralysis in hind 1imbs were observed after feeding it to rodents. The
susceptibility to this rodenticide in Rattus rattus increased with the increase in its concentration.
Experimental observations revealed that RH-787 bait with .01252 concentration affects the reproductive
biology of the rats. Bait with ,025% Vacor proved sublethal and within 5 days 70% mortality was
observed, while 100% mortality was observed when rats were fed with .05% Vacor.
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