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Reading these diverse yet commonly
threaded stories, readers can come to their
own conclusions regarding the liminal, fluid,
intersectional, multiple, and continuously
evolving nature of Korean Americans’ ethnic
identity formation. The editors, however,
organize the personal narratives by utilizing
a typology of ethnic identity development,
which they introduce in the beginning and
revisit at the end of the book. Ethnic identity
formation is dependent on a combination of
low and high internal factors (retention of
ethnic culture, involvement in ethnic social
networks, linkages to the homeland) and
external factors (racial discrimination). Based
on this typology, the editors conclude that the
first cohort of Korean Americans had many
more problems in developing their ethnic
identity than the later cohort. This is due to
the earlier cohort having more difficulty in
retaining ethnic culture, being less involved
in ethnic social networks, and lacking posi-
tive linkages to the homeland than the later
cohort. It is also because the earlier cohort
grew up encountering more intense and
overt racial discrimination in America than
the later cohort. Thus, the later cohort of
Korean Americans are more likely to have
a strong positive ethnic identity as Koreans
throughout their lives and have experienced
much less inner psychological turmoil over
their identity than the earlier cohort. The
editors therefore conclude that today’s youn-
ger generation of Korean Americans are not
forced to accept either a Korean or an Asian
label. Instead, they have the luxury of choos-
ing whether or not they want to add their
Korean ethnic identity onto their American
identity. They can pick and choose from
American and Korean culture in the ways
that suit them best.

Readers may find that the personal narra-
tives that fill the main body of the book do
not fit neatly into the ethnic identity typology
provided by the editors. No matter their
cohort type, all of the essays share the com-
mon thread of being in-between, self-
conscious, hybrid, and experiencing an
identity evolution. The identity typology
insufficiently captures the fluid, situational,
intersectional, and evolving nature of identi-
ties across time and place. Given that the
book seeks to provide a cohort analysis, it
would have also been helpful to have

a more detailed description of the sample
so that readers could know how the two
cohorts compared in terms of age, gender,
place of socialization, and class. It is also
unclear how the essays were selected and
how representative they are of the Korean
American population. Several of the essay
authors are sociology PhDs, and many are
leaders in the Korean American community.
As the editors recognize, their cohort analysis
is also impeded by the fact that there are only
three essays from the first cohort and that not
all of the same subjects were addressed in the
essays. Finally, readers who have a more sys-
tematic view of racism in America may ques-
tion how easily Korean Americans can now
forge an optional ethnicity of their own.

Younger-Generation Korean Experiences in the
United States is, no doubt, a must-read for
anyone interested in the subject of 1.5- and
second-generations’ ethnic identity forma-
tion. Some readers may find the typology
of ethnic identity formation helpful. All
readers will find the personal narratives of
the second generation’s journey of ethnic
identity development moving and thought-
provoking.
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In a growing literature on transnational
migration, Alfredo Mirandé’s book Jalos,
USA: Transnational Community and Identity
adds a rich portrait of a migrant community,
stretched between the hometown of Jalos, in
the state of Jalisco, Mexico, and its primary
destination of Turlock, in the Central Valley
of California. Building on seminal contribu-
tions to the study of transnationalism, such
as the work of Peggy Levitt (2001) and
Robert Smith (2006), Mirandé uses in-depth
interviews and focus groups to portray in
detail the workings of a transnational com-
munity, including religious festivals and
traditions, gender interactions in daily life,
the ways people maintain a shared identity
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across borders, and the ways they adapt to
the United States, across generations.

One of the book’s greatest strengths is its
accessible presentation of migrants’ first-
hand accounts, incorporating data from
both the hometown and its migrants in the
United States. Mirandé uses a combination
of participant observation, in-depth inter-
views on both sides of the border with a range
of respondents, focus groups with youth in
both sites, and interviews with youth and
service providers to paint a picture—from
the members’ points of view—of life in this
transnational community. The result is a viv-
id image of cultural traditions, gender prac-
tices, and hometown pride, showing how
members perceive migration and how the
two sides of the border compare. Mirandé
is particularly effective in using respondents’
voices to illuminate the views members hold
about the relationships between their home-
town of Jalos, Mexico and their destination
in Turlock, California. By presenting a series
of extended individual portraits, he also
illustrates the nuance and variations that
exist within the broader community.

Mirandé’s most fertile empirical material
surrounds the production of transnational
identity, the role of religion in supporting
migrant transnationalism, and the ways
both transnationalism and religion support
integration into the United States. In Chapter
One, he describes the religious festivals in
Jalos and Turlock and considers how the
practice of popular religion helps current
and former residents of Jalos cultivate
a shared, cross-border identity. He returns
to this theme in the last two chapters, high-
lighting the role of a local martyr named
Toribio Romo, whom the people of Jalos see
as a patron saint. For them, Romo serves as
a ‘‘Holy Coyote,’’ transcending the border
between the United States and Mexico and
watching over migrants in their journeys.
The icon, Mirandé argues, gives migrants
a subversive strategy to challenge the master
narrative depicting them as ‘‘illegals’’ and
reframe themselves as worthy of protection.
Mirandé closes by contending that Jalos
migrants’ transnational identity and pride
have promoted their success in the United
States. He argues that, despite barriers, the
migrants’ religion, history of cyclical migra-
tion, pride in their roots, and strong work

ethic encourage them to identify with
Jalos. In turn, these religious and social
networks—in combination with job skills
and the privilege of having lighter skin than
most Mexicans—promote their labor market
success.

In the middle sections of the book, Mirandé
also paints a picture of how gender and court-
ship have changed in the context of migration
and how those living in the United States
both identify with Jalos and begin to integrate
into U.S. culture. He looks at questions of
gender in Chapters Two and Three, compar-
ing Jalos and Turlock to illustrate the shifts
in courtship and marriage, from the old
rituals of walking the town square to the
new generation—and from past to present
ideas of gender roles and masculinity. Chap-
ter Four and Five, in turn, describe how,
while the first generation of migrants from
Jalos has an attitude that el que quiere puede
(those who try will succeed), they see youn-
ger generations as less motivated. Mirandé
goes on to write about how migrants feel
their practices of language, cultural values,
and childrearing have changed upon mov-
ing to the United States, concluding that
for many, life feels safer and healthier here.

While the book gives us a vivid portrait of
people’s attitudes and lives within the com-
munity, it lacks a thorough account of the
political and structural context within which
migration between Jalos and Turlock takes
place. Given how deeply undocumented sta-
tus pervades daily life for Mexican migrants,
Mirandé is surprisingly silent on the implica-
tions of ‘‘illegality,’’ policing, or repressive
U.S. immigration enforcement (other than
brief mentions at the start and end of the
book)—even if his respondents do have legal
status. Likewise, we see little of members’
lives at work, or the economy that keeps
them marginal and/or enables them to
make a life for themselves. Such context
could also have helped provide greater theo-
retical depth in terms of race and gender. As
it stands, Mirandé’s chapters on gender
affirm longstanding theories that moving to
the United States threatens men’s mascu-
linity while offering women opportunities
for greater autonomy in the household
(e.g., Hondagneu-Sotelo 1994). Yet, Mirandé
does not address how the relationship
between gender and migration may be
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shaped by the changing gender dynamics in
Mexico or the intersection of gender with
exploitation, race, and ‘‘illegality’’ in particu-
lar U.S. locales (Andrews 2014; Schmalz-
bauer 2014). Likewise, while Mirandé makes
admirable efforts to bring race into dialogue
with migration, he might have drawn more
on a growing literature about migration
and racialization to highlight how racializa-
tion coincides with legal status and local
context, shaping migrants’ economic and
social prospects on both sides of the border
(e.g., de Genova 2004; Jiménez 2009; Holmes
2013).

Thus, while the book provides a solid
empirical case confirming theories of
migrant transnationalism and the comple-
mentarity between transnational identity
and assimilation, at times it falls short theo-
retically. While Mirandé raises key themes
of religion, gender, and race, without more
information about the structural context it
is hard to extend these findings to other
places and groups. Indeed, while Mirandé
highlights transnational identity, particular-
ly in the realm of religion, in other realms
he sometimes falls short. For instance,
although he opens by rejecting the theoretical
focus on assimilation, he still frames some of
his analysis in terms of whether and how
migrants are ‘‘adapting’’ to the United States
economically, culturally, and in terms of gen-
der. Likewise, while he notes that life in
Mexico is also dynamic, Mirandé still
compares gender relations on the U.S. side
to those ‘‘back’’ in Mexico and closes the
book with the notion that life is better for
those who have come to the United States,
implicitly repeating frameworks in which
the United States—in contrast to Mexico—is
the site of possibility and change.

In sum, Jalos, USA offers a vivid read for
anyone interested in transnational identity,
religion, and cross-border migrant life, illus-
trating the day-to-day experiences and social
relations of a transnational community and
adding empirical meat to existing theories
of migrant transnationalism. Yet, as with
many works, the book’s greatest strength is
its greatest weakness: relying heavily on
respondents’ voices, Mirandé often stays
within their world and terms, leaving
readers with less information about the

broader structural context that shapes their
attitudes and lives.
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In recent years there has been increasing
attention to the achievement gap and
efforts to ameliorate the racial disparities in
educational performance. While educa-
tion programs targeting low-performing
students are not new, These Kids: Identity,
Agency, and Social Justice at a Last Chance
High School by Kysa Nygreen is a fresh take
on the challenges of reforming last chance,
or continuation, high schools. Nygreen
analyzes the implications of school
programs and discourses targeting students
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