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Cast for scene:

Judge (35-60 years old, bass-baritone, range G#2-E4)

Rhiannon, Queen of Dyfed (25-35 years old, lyric mezzo-soprano or full-lyric

soprano, range Eb4-G5)

2 Nurses (sopranos) watch silently (not necessary if not staged)

Setting: Minimalist courtroom within a medieval Welsh castle

for sinfonietta, bass-baritone, and mezzo-soprano

duration ca. 5'

Leigha Amick

2018, rev. 2019

Rhiannon's Condemnation

Libretto

(The judge presides over Rhiannon’s trial, with the nurses watching). 

  

Judge: The evidence has been presented.  (To Rhiannon) Do you deny the

accusation? 

  

Rhiannon: You have heard me, and there is nothing more to say that would

convince you. 

  

Judge: Have you three hundred oaths? 

  

Rhiannon: Do not taunt me with false hopes.  You know quite well that the

only two souls who bore witness have turned against me.  If even my loyal

nurses (turns to the nurses) will not stand for me, do you expect three

hundred subjects to defend me, risking perjury for my cause with no

evidence? 

  

I have asked them to trust me.  I have asked you to trust me.  I have asked you

all to have faith in my honest word.  But I see: there is nothing left to do. 

  

Judge: So you admit it.  You killed a child.  You killed your very own child! 

  

Rhiannon: I cannot admit to what I did not do.  But you give me no room to

deny it. 

  

Judge: 

The evidence presented 

Clarifies this case. 

You slit your child’s neck, 

We found every bloody trace. 

  

You killed your child! 

You murdered your child. 

You murdered the heir to our kingdom. 

  

If you were not a queen, you would be dead now. 

But seeing as you are, we cannot kill you. 

Justice must be found for such a murder. 

So you shall be imprisoned for seven years. 

  

Rhiannon is taken away by nurses, leaving the judge alone. 



Performance notes

1. All tremolos are unmeasured.

2. All grace notes are before the beat.

3. Accents after a tie in the brass parts indicate a forceful increase in air pressure,

rather than a tongued rearticulation of the note.

4. When strings have ricochet and fingered tremolo simultaneously, the hands need

not be coordinated. Rather, this technique should result in a chaotic, stuttering

sound. When the bow has stopped bouncing, the sound should be continued as a

regularly-bowed fingered tremolo for the duration of the marked slur.

5. The number of notes under a feathered beam need not be exact, but rather should

be the result of a gradual increase or decrease in speed of notes.

6. Scraped notes (on tam-tam and piano strings) are indicated with arrow going

diagonally upwards through the notehead. All scrapes should last for the entire

duration of the note, and should be allowed to ring until they fade out.

7. Crescendos and decrescendos with no destination dynamic should be played as

subtle changes within the existing dynamic.

Instrumentation:

Flute (doubling piccolo)

Bb Clarinet

Bassoon

C Trumpet

Tenor Trombone

Percussion 1: Log drum, bass drum, glockenspiel, vibraphone

Percussion 2: Small sizzle cymbal, tam-tam, suspended cymbal

Piano (three notes prepared with poster tack)

Lyric mezzo-soprano

Bass-baritone

2 violins

Viola

Cello

Bass

leighaamick@gmail.com

Please notify the composer of any performances.

leighaamick@gmail.com
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Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

R

J/A

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

accel. 

31

mp f

p mf

p mf

p mf

pp mp

°

e ven- my loy al- nurs es- will not stand for me, do you ex pect- three hun

mf

- dred-

accel. 

31

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

>

>

∑

.

>

?

∑ ∑ ∑

.

>

&

∑ ∑

(cup mute) mute off

∑

.

>

?

∑ ∑

(cup mute)

mute off

∑

.

>

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

>

(no tack)

>

∑

?

&

∑

3

3 3

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

B

?

?

≈

œ œ#

œ œ
œ#
œ

œ
œ#
™
œ

‰

œ#

J

œ
œ#
™

œ
™
œ

‰
™

œ

r

œ
œ#
™
œ

≈

œ ™

J

œ ™

œ œ ™ œ

≈

œ œ#

œ œ
œ#
œ

œ
œ#

˙

˙

™

™

˙

˙

™

™

˙

˙

™

™

˙

˙

™

™

œ

œ
œ

œb
œb

œb

œ œ
œb

œ
œ
™

œ
œ

≈

œ
œb
œb
œb

œb

œb
œb

J

˙ œ œ ˙ œ
œb ˙ ™

˙
™

œb œb ˙ ˙ œ œb
™

˙
™

œ œ
œb ™ œ

œ œ œ ™ œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ œ

œ

˙ ™ œ
œb ˙ ˙

™
˙
™

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

C Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

R

J/A

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

p f

35

mp f pp p f

mp f p p f mp

mp f pp p f ma non troppo

mp f pp p f ma non troppo

mf

n mf

mp

mf

f

to have ap peared- to de fend- me, risk ing- per

f

ju- ry for my cause with no ev

ff

i- dence?-

°

f ff

35

f ff

f ff

f
ff

f mp pp

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

2

4

11

16

7

16

&

∑ ∑ ∑

>

39

4 + 4 + 3

q = 84

&

∑

.

>

>

?

∑

>

.

>

>

&

∑

open

.

>
>

?

∑

open

.
>

>

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

—

Bass drum

/

∑ ∑ ∑

Suspended cymbal,

medium mallets

—

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

>

>

?

>

&

3

3 3

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

>
>

>

3

39

4 + 4 + 3

q = 84

&

>

>

>
3

B

>

>

>

3

?

> >

>

3

?

arco

>

˙ ˙#

‰
™

Œ ≈

œb ™

j Œ

˙
™

˙ ˙b

‰
™

Œ ≈

œ
œ

Œ

˙#
™

˙

œ

Œ

œ

œ
œb

Œ ≈

œ ™

j

Œ

˙# ™ ˙ ˙n

‰
™

Œ ≈

œb ™

J

Œ

˙
™

˙
˙#

‰
™

œ

Œ ‰
™

æ

æ

æ

˙n œ

J

‰ Œ ‰
™

Œ

œb
œ#
œn

œ œ

œ
œb

˙

˙

™

™

˙

˙

™

™

˙

˙#

# ™

™

˙

˙

œ

œn

n

Œ ‰
™

œb œb
œb
œb

œ
œ
œb

œb

œ

Œ œb

œb
œ
œ#

J

œ œ
œ#
œ#

œ#
œ#

œ

œ ™
œ# œ œ

™

J

œ œ
™

œ œ ˙
™ œ# ™

œ#
œ œ

œ# œ

œ

œn œ

œb
œn œ#

˙

˙b

œ

œ ™

™

J

œb œ

œb œ ˙ ™
˙# œ

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

b

œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ

˙

˙

b œ

œ ™

™

J

˙ œ
œb
™

˙
™

œn
™

œb
œ œ

œ œ

œ
œ œ

œn

œ#

œ

˙

‰
™

œb
œ ˙ ˙ ™ œ œ

œ
™

œ

œb œ
œb

œb œ
œ

œ
œ ˙#

‰
™

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ# œ œ œ# œ œn

œb œ
™

j
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°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

C Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

R

J/A

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

4 + 3 4 + 3 + 2 3 + 2

accel. 

40

mf

pp

mf pp

pp mf pp

mp

mp pp

mf

4 + 3 4 + 3 + 2 3 + 2

accel. 

40

mf pp

mf pp mf

mp pp mf pp

mf f pp

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

7

16

9

16

5

16

2

4

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑

>

>

>

>

>

œ

œ
œb

œ#

œ
œb
™

J

?

>

>

&

∑ ∑ ∑

?

>

∑ ∑

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

>

>

>

>

&

>

>

>

>

>

œ

œn
œb

œ#

œ
œb

œ#
œn

œ

œn

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑

>

>
>

>

>

œ ™

j

œ#

œ
œb

œ#
œn

œ

œn

&

∑

>
>

œ

œ
œb œ

j

œ
™

j

B ∑

>

>

>

œb
œ#

œn œ

J

?

>

>
>

>

?

>

>

∑

œ

œ
œb

œb œ ™

j

‰ ‰

œb œ
™

j

œ

j
‰

œ#

œ
œ

œb

J

œ ™

J

œ

J

œ

J ≈ ‰

‰
™

œ

J

œ# œ ™

j

œ ™

j ≈ ‰
™

‰

œ#

œ
œ

œb œ
œ#

œn

œ

œn
œb

œ# œ

œ
œ

œb
œ#

Œ ‰
™

œb
œ#

Œ ‰
™

œb
œ#

œ

j

œ

œ
œb

œ# œ

œ
œ œ

j

œ ™

j

œ

j

œ#

œ
œ

œb œ
œ#

œn œ œ
™

j

œ

j

‰
™

œ#

J

œ ™

J

œ

J

œb

œb ™

J

œ œ ™

J

œ

J

œ

J

≈ ‰
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¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

Picc.

Cl.

Bsn.

C Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

R

J/A

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

f ff p solo

q = 126

Meno mosso

Plaintive, giving up

 <h = q>> = 63

45

44

mf ff n

f

ff

ff pp

pp

pp pp pp

q = 126

Meno mosso

Plaintive, giving up

 <h = q>> = 63

45

44

ff

pp pp pp

ff

ff

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

&

Piccolo

3

3

3

&

>

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

∑

&

Glockenspiel

∑ ∑

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

>
>

>
>

>

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

>

>

(as if reverb of the piccolo)

&

∑

(as if reverb of the piccolo)

3 33

B ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Œ
œ

œ
œb

œb
˙b

œ#
œn
œ œ

‰

œ

J

œ#
œ

œ# œ
œ#
œ

œ
œn œ œ

J

‰

œ
œb
œ œ

‰

œ

J

œ
œ

œn
œb œ œ

œ#

œ
œ

œb
œ

œ
œ

œb
œb

Œ Ó

˙



œ

œ œb

wb

œ#

œ
œ

œb
œ

œn
œ

œb
˙b

Ó

œ#

œ
œ

œb œ

Ó

œ

O#

#

Œ

œ

O#

# œ

O

œ

O

œ

On

n

≈

œ

O

Œ

œ

O

œ

O

œ

Ob

b ™

™

˙#

‰ ‰

œ

O#

#

j

œ

O

j

œ

O

œ

O

j

‰ Ó ‰

œ

On

n œ

O

r

≈ ‰

œ

Œ

œ#

J

‰ Œ
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°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

Picc.

Cl.

Bsn.

C Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

R

J/A

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

pp pp pp

53
48

p solo

I,

pp f

I,

mp

I

p

have

53
48

n p

pp

p

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

&

(as if reverb of the clarinet)

∑ ∑

3

&

∑ ∑

3 3 3 3

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

B ∑

?

∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

˙b
™

˙

œb
œb

j

œ

Œ Œ

˙ œ ™
œ#

œ#
œ
™
˙

œ
œb
œ œ œ

œb œn

œ
œb ˙

Œ

œ
œb
œ œ œ

™ œ#
œ

œ#
˙ ™ ˙

Œ

‰

œ ™
œ#
œ

‰

œ#

J

œ

J

‰ Œ

œb
œb

œ

Ob

b ™

™
‰ Œ

˙

Ob

b ™

™

˙

Ob

b ™

™

˙

O

™

™

˙

Ob

b ™

™

˙

O

™

™

˙

O#

#
™

™

w

~

˙
™ ˙b ™

˙ œ#
˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

Œ

˙

Ob

b
™

™

˙

O

™

™

œ

Ob

b œ

O

œ

O

™

™

œ

O

˙

O

™

™

˙

O

™

™

˙

O

™

™
Œ
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¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

Picc.

Cl.

Bsn.

C Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

R

J/A

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

p p p p p

55

p solo

pp

° ø ø ø

asked them to trust me. I have asked you to trust me. I have

p p p p p

55

p

pp

p

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

&

To Fl.

3

3
3

&

3 3 3 3

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

Vibraphone

/

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

-

-

3

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

(as if reverb of the clarinet)

3
3 3

&

B

?

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œ ™

œb

j

œ
œb
™

œ

‰ ‰

œ#

j

œ
œ#
œ œ œ œ

‰
™

œ#

r

œ#
œ
™

œ#
œ#

j

œ

Œ

œ
œb
œ œ œ

œb œn

œ œ# œ
™ œ#

œ

œ#
œ ™ œ œ ™

œ#
œ

œ#
œ

œ#
œ

œ#
œ# ˙

œb œ œ
œ œ œ œ œb œ œ

œb œ œ

œb œ
™

œb

J

œ œ
Œ

œ#
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œ# œ
™
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J
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‰
œ
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œ

O

b

j

œ
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O

œ

O

œ
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œ

O

œ

O
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#
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O

œ

O
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œ
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#

r

œ

O

œ
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O
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™
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O
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™
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˙
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˙
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™
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¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

Picc.

Cl.

Bsn.

C Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

R

J/A

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

p

poco rit. 

A tempo

62

59

mp

p

pp

ø ø ø

asked you all to have faith in my hon est- word. But I see: there is noth ing- left to do.

pp

poco rit. A tempo62

59

pp

p

pp
pp

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4
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