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CHRISTOPHER DIETZ

ACTIAS

for violin and cello




ACTIAS (2018)

for violin and cello

Approximate total duration: 16 minutes

Performance notes:
- Grace notes should be played before the rhythmic position of the note to which they are attached.
- Accidentals carry throughout the measure in the register in which they appear.

Program note:
Alctias depicts the interactions between two dancers whose strong attraction is ultimately the cause one another’s demise.
It was conceived as a purely instrumental piece although it may be used to accompany live dance or film as well. The
work’s title comes from a genus of large moths that include the Asian and American moon moths (the Luna moth being a
representative North American species). After emerging from their cocoons, females release pheromones which can be

detected by males over a distance of miles. Mating typically occurs after midnight followed immediately by egg-laying,
after which, they die.
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