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Michael	Lee

Improv
and
Beats
for

Violin,	Cello,	and	PianoV iolin,	Cello,	and	Piano



Program	Notes:

Dance	rhythms,	improvisation,	popular	culture,	and	timbre	--	used	primari ly	in	the	strings	--
influenced	the	pitches,	scales,	rhythms,	and	most	of	all , 	the	form,	when	constructing	and	composing	this	work.
Two	extended	techniques	used	are	string	scratch	tones	and	overpressure.

In	contrast	from	my	prior	(and	current)	compositions	where	a	motive	or	melody	may	assist	in	deliberating	one
section	or	phrase	from	the	next;	color, 	smaller	rhythmic	cells, 	and	timbre	are	the	primary	ingredients,
and	hopefully,	drivers	of	this	challenging	work.
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Repeat	3	to	5	times!	1 st	time:	Play	as	written.	After	first	r epeat,	player( s)	may	ad	lib.	on	dynamics,	rhythm,	r epetition	of	notes,	duration	of	r est( s);
notes	may	be	played	at	various	octaves.	U se	sul	pont,	molto	sul	pont,	scratch	tone,	glissando,	among	others.
Incr ease	speed	every	time	these	two	bars	ar e	r epeated!		
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As	before:	Repeat	3	to	5	times!	1 st	time:	Play	as	written.	After	first	r epeat,	player( s)	may	ad	lib.	on	dynamics,	rhythm,	r epetition	of	notes,	duration	of	r est( s);
notes	may	be	played	at	various	octaves.	U se	sul	pont,	molto	sul	pont,	scratch	tone,	glissando,	among	others	(pizz.,	etc.).
Incr ease	speed	every	time	these	3	bars	ar e	r epeated!
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œ# œn œ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ#
J ‰

œ# œ# œb œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™
‰

œ

œ# œ œ
J

˙̇ Œ

‰
œœœœ

b
bb
J
œœœœ
œœœœ ™™™
™

œœœb

œ
œb œ œ œ œb œ œ

j ‰ œb œb œn Œ œb œb œn Œ œb œb œn Œ œb
œœb œœb œœ

r ≈ œb œ œn œ ‰ œb œb œn
˙

œ
œ
b œn œb œ œb œ œ

j ‰ œb œb œn Œ œb œb œn Œ œb œb œn Œ œb œb œ œ œ œb œ œn œ ‰
œb œ œb

˙

Ó Œ Œ

œb œ œb œ œœœbb œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœœ
b
bb

œœœœ
œœœœ

œœœœ
J

‰
œœ œb œœ œœ œ œœ œœ

œ
b
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‰ œ œb œb ˙̇
˙
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p sfz f

D
63

p sfz f p

molto	vibrato

p sfz f p f mf

D

ø ø ø

™™

™™

™™

™™

™™

™™

™™

™™

sfz sfz mf p mf ff suddenly! senza	dim.

67

sfz sfz mf p mf ff suddenly! senza	dim.

mf

con	rubato

f ff suddenly! senza	dim.

ø ø

p ff suddenly!
pp

poco	rall.	

71

p ff suddenly! pp

p ff suddenly! pp

poco	rall.	

ø

34 44 44 34 44

34 44 44 34 44

34 44 44 34 44

34 44 44 34 44

44 58 24

44 58 24

44 58 24

44 58 24

58 38 58 24

58 38 58 24

58 38 58 24

58 38 58 24
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- - - p

> > > >
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->

3
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->

&
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.> .> .>
-

∑ ∑

?
.>

> >

>

3

> >

3

-> ->

3 ->

&

As	before:	Repeat	2	to	3	times!	1 st	time:	Play	as	written.	After	first	r epeat,	player( s)	may	ad	lib.	on	dynamics,	rhythm,	r epetition	of	notes,	duration	of	r est( s);
notes	may	be	played	at	various	octaves.	U se	sul	pont,	molto	sul	pont,	scratch	tone,	glissando,	among	others.
Incr ease	speed	every	time	these	two	bars	ar e	r epeated!		
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In	Time
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> -> ->
ø

- - .-
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œb j
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œ œn œ œ œb œb œ

≈
œb œn œ œ œb œb œ œ œb ™

œ œ
æææ
œb
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œ œ

œn œ œ œ
œ œ

œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ
œn œ

œ
œ
œ

‰™
œ œb œb œb œ

R
œ œ œb œ œ œœ

œ
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œ
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œ
œ
j

‰ ‰ œb
j
œ

Ó ‰
œœœbn
J

œ
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# ™

™
œœn
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œn œb œ œ<n> œ œœ œœ œœ œœbn

œ
œ
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j ‰ ‰ œœ
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˙̇##

≈
œ# œ# œ# œn œ œ œn œb ¿n
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¿¿#

œ#
J œœ# ™™
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œ
œ
n
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œ
œ
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œ œn œn œb ¿n œ# ¿
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J
œ
œn
n

™
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Œ œ
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‰ œ

œ# œœ
œ# œ œ œ# œ œn œ
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#
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œ
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#

œ
œœ
b œ
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‰ œœœœbb

j
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œ
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œ
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œ
#
J

Œ
œ
J

œ
œ œ

œb œ
œ œ œ# œ# œn
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œ œ œ# œ œ œ œb œn
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œ œ

J
œ

œ

œ œ œ# œ# œn œ ™ œn œ œ
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œ
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œ
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pp poco	cr esc. mf

molto	ritmico

p

q	=	108	-	100E

77

p poco	cr esc. mf

molto	ritmico

p

p poco	cr esc.
mfmolto	ritmico

p

q	=	108	-	100E

ø ø ø ø ø ø

ff
sfz sfz sfz sfz

poco	accel.	 q	=	112	-	116

83

ff sfz sfz sfz sfz

fff
dance-like,	molto	energico non	dim. f

poco	accel.	 q	=	112	-	116

ø ø ø ø ø

f sfz sfz sub.	p f ritmico

rall.	

89

f sfz sfz sub.	p f ritmico

f sfz sub.	p f ritmico,	with	violin	and	cello

rall.	

sfz ø ø

24 58 24

24 58 24

24 58 24

24 58 24

24 58 24 58 24

24 58 24 58 24

24 58 24 58 24

24 58 24 58 24

24 58 44 34 44

24 58 44 34 44

24 58 44 34 44

24 58 44 34 44

& í ™™ î™™

performer	may	ad	lib.	on	order ;	gradually	incr ease	in	speed!

É

In	Time

> > .

7

poco	meno	mosso

?
> > > > - > > > -> - >
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pp al	niente

q	=	96	-	88F
94

pp al	niente

p cantabile,	poco	rubato,	misterioso	e	coloroso mf p f sub.p

q	=	96	-	88F

ø ø ø ø ø ø ø ø

99

f p

ø ø ø ø ff ø

molto sfz sub.p

" ricochet"
q	=	108	-	100

1 04

molto sfz sub.p

senza	cr esc.

pcon	rubato	e	dolor e sub.p sub.p

mf

q	=	108	-	100

ø mf ø mf ø

mf

ø
ø ø ø ø ø ø

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 34 44

44 24 44

44 24 44

44 24 44

44 24 44

& ∑ ∑ ∑

meno	mosso
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 5 3 5

poco	meno	mosso

&
p con	rubato	e	dolor e

≤

.
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ord..3
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senza	cr esc.
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œ
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œ
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œ
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j
œ
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œ
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mf

1 1 0

mf

p mf ff

ø

mf con	poco	rubato	e	dolor e pp

poco	rall.	1 1 6

mf con	poco	rubato	e	dolor e pp

p mp con	poco	rubato	e	dolor e ppp poco	agitato

poco	rall.	

ø ø ø

mp
sfz sfz

q	=	96	-	88
accel.	

G

1 22

mp

accel.	

q	=	96	-	88

ø ø ø ø ø ø

78 58 38 68

78 58 38 68

78 58 38 68

78 58 38 68

68 44

68 44

68 44

68 44

34 44

34 44

34 44

34 44
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& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ?

& ∑
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>
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> >
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?
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>
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>
> > ->
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>
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>

B

&

> . >
. > >

> .-

? .- .-

-
("white"	note	cluster)

> > >
>

("white/black"	note	cluster)

>

∑

&
ppp

molto	sul	pont. ord.

p cantabile,	fr eely

. . .
" ricochet"

. . . . .
molto	
sul	pont.

. . . . . . . >≥
" ricochet"
ord.. . . . . . . . . . . .

sfz-ppp

molto	
sul	pont.

. . . . >≥
sul	pont.

(scratch)

to

”“
ord.

(scratch)
3 5 7 7 5

meno	mosso

B

ppp

molto	sul	pont. ord.

p cantabile,	fr eely

( 										)
gliss.

molto	
sul	pont.

&
≥

>

ord.

( 																			)
gliss.

sfz-ppp

molto	
sul	pont.
≥

>

sul	pont.

mp (scratch)

sfz

to ord.

(scratch)

sfz

&
> .- > > > > >

sfzmeno	mosso
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Oœ
J

Oœ Oœb
J

Oœ
Oœ Oœ Oœ

Oœ Oœ Oœb
Oœbb Oœ ™™

Oœn
J

Oœ ™™ Oœ
J
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j
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œ
j
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œ
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p con	fuoco ff
f

sfz sfz

Tempo	I
1 27

p con	fuoco ff
f

sfz

p mf p f sfz sfz sffz

Tempo	I

con	fuoco

ø ø ø ø ø

sfz sfz fff molto	espress. dim.

1 32

sfz sffz fff molto	espress. dim.
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poco	cr esc.
ffmolto	espressivo,	cantabile poco	dim. ff
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p pp mf agitato	e	con	moto
f p

accel.	 q	=	108	-	100
256

p pp mf agitato	e	con	moto f p

p mf agitato	e	con	moto molto	espress.
sfz sfz sfz f p

accel.	 q	=	108	-	100

preciso,	giocoso

ø ø ø
sfz sfz sfz

ø

preciso	e	delicato mf

poco	rubato

p f sub.	p
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poco	rubato

p f sub.	p

preciso	e	delicato mf

poco	rubato

p f sub.	p

ø ø ø ø ø ø ø ø

f espress.
ff molto	espress. non	dim.
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f espress. ffmolto	espress. non	dim.
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sfz sfz sfz sub.	pp sfffz
delicato,	preciso,	e	coloroso

275

mf f molto	furioso sub.	pp sfffz delicato,	preciso,	e	coloroso

fmolto	furioso fff dim. ppcoloroso

ø ø ø ø ø

mp mf dim.

rit.	

280

pp
pp mf

mf dim.

rit.	

ø ø ø ø ø ø ø

p

(Tempo	IV)	Adagio	con	dolore:	cantabile,	with	feelings	of 	remorse

q	=	ca.	72	-	84

284

p comodo	e	legato

p comodo	e	legato

(Tempo	IV)	Adagio	con	dolore:	cantabile,	with	feelings	of 	remorse

q	=	ca.	72	-	84
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p con	dolor e,	e	pesante poco	cr esc.

292

p con	dolor e,	e	pesante poco	cr esc.

pesante p molto	pesante poco	cr esc.

ø ø

mp molto	espress. e	poco	agitato ritmico poco	dim.
fr eely

299

mp molto	espress. e	poco	agitato ritmico poco	dim. p pesante

mp molto	espress. e	poco	agitato ritmico poco	dim. p
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poco	leggiero

poco	dim. ritmico misterioso poco	cr esc.
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mf con	fuoco	ed	appassionato ritmico	e	preciso,	ma	poco	rubato molto	espress.

M

31 2

mf con	fuoco	ed	appassionato ritmico	e	preciso,	ma	poco	rubato molto	espress.

mf con	fuoco	ed	appassionato ritmico	e	preciso,	ma	poco	rubato molto	espress.
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