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Ives' quest

for Violin, Clarinet (Bb) and Piano

Written for Charles Ives Day - Guildhall School of Music and Drama

Score in Concert Pitch

Duration: ca. 4 Minutes

Programme Note:

Based on Charles Ives’ composition from “Paracelsus”, one of the striking aspects of this
composition, right from the outset, is the use of persistent upward scales with high energies. The
use of the irregular time signatures in combination with textural variations and dynamics further
adds to the forward momentum and drama, consequently catapulting the piece into serene
territories. The somewhat hymn-like tune of this new contrasting section is manipulated by the
use of artificial harmonics in second appearance, taking an almost ethereal texture. A brief
impression of resolution, emanating from the momentary ease in mood towards the end, which
is further enhanced by a playful cascading course, is nevertheless dropped, leaving behind an
unanswered question.
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