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Sam Gooderham

Fontena

for string quartet



For string quartet, originally performed at Schott’s Music in London, 8* March 2019 by:
Robyn Bell — Violin 1

Claudia Gallardo Uriarte — Violin II

Jeremy Tonelli-Sippel — Viola

Javier Gonzalez Navarro — Cello

Duration: 5 minutes

Programme note

Fontena depicts a single line gradually coming into focus. All four players orbit a single moving
point, attempting to realise the melody that is guiding them. This phantom melody is from
Sceterjentens Sondag (1850), a piece by the “Norwegian Paganini” Ole Bull; a statue of Bull
can be found playing the violin from a cairn of rocks above a fountain in the city of Bergen,
and Fontena imagines his melody as it is refracted and reflected in the shimmering water.
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