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FISH BULLETIN No. 108

The Marine Fish Catch of California For the Years 1957 and 1958
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FOREWORD
Catch bulletins provide records of fishery landings and their value to the fishermen during one or more years. This
bulletin covering 1957 and 1958 is the 18th of a series reporting the commercial fish catch of California. Prior re-
cords have been published regularly in this form beginning with the 1926 and 1927 landings. The statistical system
and methods were fully described in Fish Bulletin 86, catch bulletin for 1950.

California's commercial fishery records system contains enumeration of the catch based on receipts completed by
the dealer at the time he receives fish. Numerous fishery biologists, wardens and clerical personnel make every ef-
fort to insure that the basic catch record reported from the field is complete. Published figures are of national and in-
ternational interest to fisheries biologists, legislators, chambers of commerce, members of the fishing industry, edu-
cators and other individuals.

We are continuously striving to make catch statistics more meaningful and usable and with this in mind many
tables have been rearranged in this bulletin. For these table arrangements we are indebted to John Fitch.

January 1960
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1. EXPLANATION OF TABLES
The following tables summarize in various ways the final 1957 and 1958 records of fish, mollusks and crustaceans
landed in California by the commercial fleet. Records of fish imported or shipped into California are placed in two
categories, those received for processing and those destined for sale in a fresh state. A complete record is maintained
on all fish received for processing. However, the laws are not as stringent for reporting fish shipped into the State
and destined for fresh sales; as a result records for these are incomplete.

We cannot always determine if the fish are sold cleaned or in the round, thus this bulletin reflects the summarized
poundage as reported. Exceptions are made for some varieties of shellfish reported by count or cleaned weight. For
these, conversion factors have been determined by sampling the products at the delivery points. Currently, these
factors are:
Abalone, red 50 lbs. per doz.

Abalone, pink 35 lbs. per doz.

Abalone, southern green 35 lbs. per doz.

Clams, Mexican Pismo 8 lbs. round wt. per 1 lb. cleaned wt.

Clams, Washington 7 lbs. per doz.

Crab, market 2 lbs. each

Oyster, eastern 30 lbs. per hundred oysters

Oyster, giant Pacific 50 lbs. per hundred oysters

Value for each variety is based on the price reported on the fish receipts. When the amount paid is not specified,
an estimate is made using the average price for that particular variety and statistical area (Figure 1).

In some cases, separation is not made by the dealer because of economic reasons or his inability to distinguish
varieties. These are reported collectively in groups of similar fishes (Table 1).

In September 1957 gill net fishing was prohibited in the Sacramento River upstream from the Carquinez Strait,
composing much of Statistical Area 3. This legislative closure eliminated the river net fisheries for salmon and shad.
Inasmuch as the two fisheries comprised more than 80 percent of the total value of all Area 3 fisheries in 1955 and
1956 it was decided to combine the remaining catch for Area 3 with Area 4 in 1958 tables. Enough salmon and shad
were taken in 1957 (Table 10) to justify separation of Area 3.

The trend in total landings is shown in Table 2 and Figure 2 for the years 1916–1958. The pounds and value for
1957 and 1958 are compared in Table 3. The number of licensed fishermen and fishing boats are given in Table 4
and Table 5.

Detail poundages by species and areas for 1957 are included in Tables 6–15, and for 1958 in Tables 24–32. Value
figures for 1957 are given in Tables 16–23, and for 1958 in Tables 33–39. The catch of the most important fish
taken by party boat sportfishermen is given in Table 40 for the years 1949–1958. The live bait catch for 1954–1958
is included in Table 41.
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TABLE 1
Common and Scientific Names of Fishes, Crustaceans, and Mollusks in the 1957 and 1958 Commercial Catch
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FIGURE 2. Total annual landings and shipments into California. Includes sardine deliveries to reduction ships
1930–38. See Table 2

TABLE 2
Total Annual Landings and Shipments Into California of Commercial Fish, Mollusks, and Crustaceans Includes

Sardine Deliveries to Reduction Ships During 1930 Through 1938
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TABLE 3
Landings and Shipments of Leading Species Ranked by Pounds and Value
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TABLE 4
Licensed Commercial Fishermen

TABLE 5
Number of Fishing Boats by Length
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TABLE 6
Origin of Shipments of Fresh Fish Into California During 1957
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TABLE 7
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957
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TABLE 7
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957

14



TABLE 8
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957
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TABLE 8
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957
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TABLE 8—Cont'd.
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TABLE 9
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Eureka Area During 1957
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TABLE 9—Cont'd.
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TABLE 10
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Sacramento Area During 1957
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TABLE 11
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1957
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TABLE 11
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1957
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TABLE 12
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1957
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TABLE 12
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1957
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TABLE 13
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1957
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TABLE 13
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1957
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TABLE 14
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1957
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TABLE 14
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1957
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TABLE 14—Cont'd.
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TABLE 15
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Diego Area During 1957
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TABLE 15—Cont'd.
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TABLE 16
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1957
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TABLE 16
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1957
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TABLE 16—Cont'd.

34



TABLE 17
Value of Landings by Port, Eureka Area, 1957
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TABLE 18
Value of Landings by Port, Sacramento Area, 1957
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TABLE 19
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1957
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TABLE 19
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1957

TABLE 20
Value of Landings by Port, Monterey Area, 1957
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TABLE 21
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Santa Barbara Area, 1957
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TABLE 22
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1957
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TABLE 22
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1957
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TABLE 23
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Diego Area, 1957
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TABLE 24
Origin of Shipments of Fresh Fish Into California During 1958
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TABLE 25
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 25
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 26
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 26—Cont'd.
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TABLE 26
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 27
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Eureka Area During 1958
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TABLE 27
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Eureka Area During 1958
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TABLE 28
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1958
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TABLE 28
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1958
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TABLE 29
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1958
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TABLE 29
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1958
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TABLE 30
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1958
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TABLE 30
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1958
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TABLE 31
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1958
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TABLE 31
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1958
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TABLE 31—Cont'd.
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TABLE 32
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Diego Area During 1958
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TABLE 32—Cont'd.
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TABLE 32
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Diego Area During 1958
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TABLE 33
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1958
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TABLE 33
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1958
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TABLE 33
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1958
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TABLE 34
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Eureka Area, 1958
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TABLE 35
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1958
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TABLE 35
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1958

TABLE 36
Value of Landings by Port, Monterey Area, 1958
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TABLE 37
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Santa Barbara Area, 1958
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TABLE 38
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1958
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TABLE 38
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1958
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TABLE 39
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Diego Area, 1958
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TABLE 40
Statewide Party Boat Catch and Angler Days, 1949 Through 1958
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TABLE 41
Recorded Catch of Live Bait for Saltwater Sportfishing, 1954–1958
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