UC San Diego
Fish Bulletin

Title
Fish Bulletin No. 108. The Marine Fish Catch of California For the Years 1957 and 1958

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6278z25d

Author
Biostatistical Section, Marine Resources Operations

Publication Date
1960

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6278z25d
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
FISH BULLETIN No. 108
The Marine Fish Catch of California For the Years 1957 and 1958

BY
THE BIOSTATISTICAL SECTION MARINE RESOURCES OPERATIONS
1960



FIGURE 1









FOREWORD

Catch bulletins provide records of fishery landings and their value to the fishermen during one or more years. This
bulletin covering 1957 and 1958 is the 18th of a series reporting the commercial fish catch of California. Prior re-
cords have been published regularly in this form beginning with the 1926 and 1927 landings. The statistical system
and methods were fully described in Fish Bulletin 86, catch bulletin for 1950.

California's commercial fishery records system contains enumeration of the catch based on receipts completed by
the dedler at the time he receives fish. Numerous fishery biologists, wardens and clerical personnel make every ef-
fort to insure that the basic catch record reported from the field is complete. Published figures are of national and in-
ternational interest to fisheries biologists, legislators, chambers of commerce, members of the fishing industry, edu-
cators and other individuals.

We are continuously striving to make catch statistics more meaningful and usable and with this in mind many
tables have been rearranged in this bulletin. For these table arrangements we are indebted to John Fitch.
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1. EXPLANATION OF TABLES

The following tables summarize in various ways the final 1957 and 1958 records of fish, mollusks and crustaceans
landed in California by the commercial fleet. Records of fish imported or shipped into California are placed in two
categories, those received for processing and those destined for salein afresh state. A complete record is maintained
on all fish received for processing. However, the laws are not as stringent for reporting fish shipped into the State
and destined for fresh sales; as aresult records for these are incomplete.

We cannot always determine if the fish are sold cleaned or in the round, thus this bulletin reflects the summarized
poundage as reported. Exceptions are made for some varieties of shellfish reported by count or cleaned weight. For
these, conversion factors have been determined by sampling the products at the delivery points. Currently, these
factors are:

Abalone, red 50 Ibs. per doz.

Abalone, pink 35 Ibs. per doz.

Abalone, southern green 35 |bs. per doz.

Clams, Mexican Pismo 8 Ibs. round wt. per 1 Ib. cleaned wt.
Clams, Washington 7 Ibs. per doz.

Crab, market 2 Ibs. each

Oyster, eastern 30 Ibs. per hundred oysters

Oyster, giant Pacific 50 Ibs. per hundred oysters

Value for each variety is based on the price reported on the fish receipts. When the amount paid is not specified,
an estimate is made using the average price for that particular variety and statistical area (Figure 1).

In some cases, separation is not made by the dealer because of economic reasons or his inability to distinguish
varieties. These are reported collectively in groups of similar fishes (Table 1).

In September 1957 gill net fishing was prohibited in the Sacramento River upstream from the Carquinez Strait,
composing much of Statistical Area 3. This legidative closure eliminated the river net fisheries for salmon and shad.
Inasmuch as the two fisheries comprised more than 80 percent of the total value of all Area 3 fisheriesin 1955 and
1956 it was decided to combine the remaining catch for Area 3 with Area 4 in 1958 tables. Enough salmon and shad
weretaken in 1957 (Table 10) to justify separation of Area 3.

The trend in total landings is shown in Table 2 and Figure 2 for the years 1916-1958. The pounds and value for
1957 and 1958 are compared in Table 3. The number of licensed fishermen and fishing boats are given in Table 4
and Table 5.

Detail poundages by species and areas for 1957 are included in Tables 6-15, and for 1958 in Tables 24-32. Value
figures for 1957 are given in Tables 1623, and for 1958 in Tables 33-39. The catch of the most important fish
taken by party boat sportfishermen is given in Table 40 for the years 1949-1958. The live bait catch for 1954-1958
isincluded in Table 41.



TABLE 1
Common and Scientific Names of Fishes, Crustaceans, and Mollusks in the 1957 and 1958 Commercial Catch



FIGURE 2. Total annual landings and shipments into California. Includes sardine deliveries to reduction ships
1930-38. See Table 2

TABLE 2
Total Annual Landings and Shipments Into California of Commercial Fish, Mollusks, and Crustaceans Includes
Sardine Deliveries to Reduction Ships During 1930 Through 1938
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TABLE 3
Landings and Shipments of Leading Species Ranked by Pounds and Value
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TABLE 4
Licensed Commercial Fishermen

Number of fishermen by seasont
Area of residence 1957-1958 1958-1959
Eureka.. . .. .. .......o......... e 1,057 922
Sacramento. . ____ . ... 331 115
San Franeisco_ e 1,281 1,069
MONErey. - .« o oo e 896 77
Santa Barbara_ ... L L. 571 535
Los Angeles._____________ ... e 2,530 2,517
San Diego_ ... ____ . - 2,278 2,122
Alaska, Washlugt-on and Orcgon ‘fishermen licensed in California_ . - 625 486
Mexican nationals licensed in Califormia. ... ..__._._... - 15 16
Other. - o 11
Totals. ... 0,505 8570

1 The season is from April 1 to Mareh 31,

TABLE 4
Licensed Commercial Fishermen

TABLE 5
Number of Fishing Boats by Length
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TABLE 6
Origin of Shipments of Fresh Fish Into California During 1957
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TABLE 7
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957
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TABLE 7
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957
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TABLE 8
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957
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TABLE 8
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1957
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TABLE 8—Cont'd.

17



TABLE 9
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Eureka Area During 1957
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TABLE 9—Cont'd.
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TABLE 10
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boatsin the Sacramento Area During 1957
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TABLE 11
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1957

21



TABLE 11
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1957
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TABLE 12
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1957
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TABLE 12
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1957
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TABLE 13
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1957
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TABLE 13
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1957
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TABLE 14
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1957
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TABLE 14
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1957
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TABLE 14—Cont'd.
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TABLE 15
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Diego Area During 1957
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TABLE 15—Cont'd.
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TABLE 16
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1957
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TABLE 16
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1957
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TABLE 16—Cont'd.

34



TABLE 17
Value of Landings by Port, Eureka Area, 1957
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TABLE 18
Value of Landings by Port, Sacramento Area, 1957
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TABLE 19
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1957
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TABLE 19

Value of Landings and Shipments by Port,
San Francisco Area, 1957

Value Pounds

Princeton
$37,522 431,285
9,913 64,843
$47,435 406,128

Richmond
Bay shrimp_ e $11,801 110,184
Allother .. e 479 8,401
Totals .o il $12,780 118,585

All other ports

Al other i 446 4,151
Totals. . e 2446 4,151

TABLE 19

Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1957

TABLE 20

Value of Landings by Port,
Monterey Area, 1957

Value Pounds
MONTEREY AREA TOTALS i $1,154,047 27,003,340
Monterey
Rockfish $£232 408 5,253,206
Squid__ .. 176,014 10,667,535
Albacore 109,754 887,978
36,204 101,810
________ 20,103 423,631
________________________ 27,955 192,028
Jack mackerel . 25,545 1,013,606
Anchovy . S 16,279 1,085,250
Lingeod - e 13,924 158,948
12,168 122,172
6,846 195,607
5,622 08,466
27,690 510,275
Totals oo e $719,512 20,711,592
Moss Landing
Albacore. - . £137,515 1,112,580
62,496 176,081
30,574 1,213,252
21,011 1,273,400
19,710 428 472
7,601 5,192
6,500 253,720
15,110 461,498
Totals $300,517 4,984,145
Santa Cruz
Salmon. ... $54,538 153,374
Albacore___.__......_. 14,996 121,324
Rockfish._______________ 12,935 204,029
Sablefish_____ ... ____ 6,452 184,348
Paeific herring. ... _______. SRR - 6,253 135,940
All other o iiiiiiiiiiaa.. 38,844 508,588
Totals____ $134,018 1,397,603

TABLE 20

Value of Landings by Port, Monterey Area, 1957
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TABLE 21
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Santa Barbara Area, 1957
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TABLE 22
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1957
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TABLE 22
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1957
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TABLE 23
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Diego Area, 1957
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TABLE 24
Origin of Shipments of Fresh Fish Into California During 1958
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TABLE 25
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 25
Origin of Commercial Fish Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 26
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 26—Cont'd.
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TABLE 26
Monthly Landings and Shipments Into California During 1958
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TABLE 27
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Eureka Area During 1958
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TABLE 27
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Eureka Area During 1958
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TABLE 28
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1958
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TABLE 28
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Francisco Area During 1958
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TABLE 29
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1958
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TABLE 29
Monthly Landings of Commercial Fishing Boats in the Monterey Area During 1958
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TABLE 30
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1958
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TABLE 30
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Santa Barbara Area During 1958
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TABLE 31
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1958

57



TABLE 31
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the Los Angeles Area During 1958
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TABLE 31—Cont'd.
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TABLE 32
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Diego Area During 1958
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TABLE 32—Cont'd.
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TABLE 32
Monthly Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into the San Diego Area During 1958
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TABLE 33
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1958
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TABLE 33
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1958
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TABLE 33
Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1958
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TABLE 34
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Eureka Area, 1958
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TABLE 35
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1958
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TABLE 35—Continued
Yalue of Landings and Shipmenis by Port,
San Francisco Area, 1958

Value ‘ Pounds

Clear Lake |
Carp._ .. e R . . R | §25,151
Hardhead . | 18,259 |

Totals..__ . N . R R N . . | £12,600 ATOLTHR

Tomales Bay (Marshall)
Pacific herring._.._ . ... o e . . 1,117 1,248,087
tern oyster. N 9,292

Giant Pa¢ . [ 7086

All other_ . - T

Totals ... | £35,412 |

All other ports |
Carp. oo e . . - - . . | 181,541
All other .~ __ e : ; . N T3.307
Totals.. . .. o ' 20700 | 251,098

Ulneludes 696,741 pounds of earp, 54 5 pounds hardhead, and 157 pounds of splittail landed in Saeramento
area. In September 1957 the Legislature elosed the Sacramento River to gill nets, Most of the fish
landed in that area (salmon and shad) were taken in gill nets. The foregoing small poundage has been
combined with the San Franciseo area landings.

TABLE 35
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Francisco Area, 1958

TABLE 36

Value of Landings by Port,
Monterey Area, 1958

Value | Pounds

MONTEREY AREA TOTALS ... .. e ‘ $1,656,307 35,132,739

Monterey
Sardine ... ___ e e
tockfish. . _______ . o I
Albacore. oo . L
Sequid - -

Jack mackerel oo

Salmon ..o ... - I 47456 |

vod e . 15,807 | £
Inglish sole. ... - - e 15,171 234,475
Petralesole oo .. (R e 4,716 47058
Anchovy - ) : . : 9,040 |
White seabiss. | G081
Pacific herring__ - : EXIRE
All other S I . 21,618

Totals . S | §1.065,355

Moss Landing
Albacore________ S
Sardine_____ . -
Salmon . . - S I _
Pacific herring. . o .
Crab.o.. - S
Jack mackeral : .
All other - : e . ) 12,290

Total$ o oo e $162,01% |

Santa Cruz
Salmon_
Albacore
ltockfish_o_
California pompacio
White seab s
Sardine
All other.

Totals. oo e

TABLE 36
Value of Landings by Port, Monterey Area, 1958

68



TABLE 37
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Santa Barbara Area, 1958
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TABLE 38
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1958
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TABLE 38
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, Los Angeles Area, 1958
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TABLE 39
Value of Landings and Shipments by Port, San Diego Area, 1958
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TABLE 40
Satewide Party Boat Catch and Angler Days, 1949 Through 1958
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TABLE 41
Recorded Catch of Live Bait for Saltwater Sportfishing, 1954-1958
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